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Acute coronary syndrome

0 Gach', Husseini Z El2, P Lancellotti?

Abstract

Acute coronary syndromes represent a major cause of mortality in
our country. There is a very wide spectrum of clinical presentation
since the actual classification of acute coronary syndromes is based
on electrocardiographic presentation, that is to say based on
absence or presence of ST segment elevation. When dealing with an
acute chest pain, once the probability of acute coronary syndrome
is established, the emergency care must follow the scientific
guidelines. One of the critical steps is represented by the evaluation
of ischaemic and hemorrhagic risk in order to tailor optimally
antithrombotic and anticoagulation therapies and revascularization
timing. This article summarizes the main points of the emergency
care from the diagnosis to risk stratification
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Acute Renal Failure and Its
Complications, Indications for
Emergent Dialysis, and Dialysis
Modalities

Luba Muaddi’, Chelsca Ledgerwood, Robyn Sheridan, Tiffany Dumont, Khaled Nashar

Abstract

Acute kidney injury or acute renal failure is commonly observed in
the critically ill patient with hemodynamic compromise. Dialysis is
frequently used in the intensive care units as part of the critical care
management of metabolic derangements fluid status and
electrolyte issues. It is imperative that the bedside critical care nurse
is able to identify acute kidney injury and is familiar with the
modalities used to manage the metabolic consequences of renal
failure, particularly important as the bedside nurse is operating the
continuous renal replacement machine at the bedside.
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Effective communication with people
who have dementia

Dev Jootun', Gerry McGhee

Abstract

This article explores the skills needed for effective communication
with people who have dementia. It describes the factors that
influence the communication process and the effect this may have
on the nurse-patient therapeutic relationship. Cognitive impairment
in people with dementia may limit their ability to communicate
effectively. This may, in turn, affect the nurse's ability to identify
patients' needs. Communication is central to providing good
dementia care. The article examines some of the challenges nurses
may face when caring for this patient group and suggests some
strategies to overcome any barriers, enhance quality of care and
improve patient outcomes.
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Triage Nurse-Ordered Testing in the
Emergency Department Setting: A
Review of the Literature for the
Clinician

Michael Gottheb', David A Farcy?, Lisa A Moreno?, Gary M Vilke*, Jesse A Guittard?

Abstract

In an effort to decrease length of stay (LOS) and reduce
overcrowding, many emergency departments (ED) have
implemented triage nurse-ordered testing.

The initial search yielded a total of 982 potentially relevant studies;
13 articles were ultimately selected for inclusion. Of these, 10
studies assessed ED LOS, with one study assessing time to
diagnosis. The three remaining studies compared triage nurse-
ordered testing with physician testing in the ED setting.

Triage nurses have reasonably similar accuracy as physicians in
ordering limb x-ray studies and moderate accuracy for laboratory
testing. However, we did not identify a clinically meaningful
decrease in ED LOS from the use of nursing triage orders.
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